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Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Authority 

Periodic Report of the Chairman on Authority Matters 
 

 
Appointment of Chairman and Vice Chairman 

 
1. The Authority has appointed Mr L Bloomer as its Chairman and Mr S Tagg as its 
Vice Chairman for the ensuing year.  

 
Membership of the Authority 

 
2. The Authority has six new and returning representatives from Stoke-on-Trent City 
Council and five new and returning representatives from Staffordshire County 
Council.  The Chairman has welcomed Members to the Authority. 
 
A Members Induction/Development Session covering the duties of the Authority and 
its Members and the connections to and duties of the Fire Service has been held for 
new and returning Members.   
 

Opening of Tamworth Community Fire Station 
 
3. Fire Minister, Bob Neill MP, officially opened Tamworth Community Fire Station on 
9 June 2011.  The Minister was given a tour of the new facilities during which he met 
the firefighters based at the station, pupils from St Gabriel’s RC Primary School and 
representatives from partner organisations, including Tamworth Community First 
Responders, who use the station as a base.  
 
In terms of Stoke-on-Trent and Staffordshire Fire and Rescue Authority the Minister 
commented that it genuinely has a very, very high reputation especially in the quality 
of its services which are being delivered more cleverly, more imaginatively, and more 
effectively across tiers of Government that is accepted as the way forward, 
demonstrating ‘an exemplar of delivery’ and placing it ‘well in the vanguard of service 
change and modernisation’. 
 

Opening of Uttoxeter Fire Station  
 
4. 4 July 2011 saw the Official Opening of Uttoxeter Community Fire Station by the 
Leader of Staffordshire County Council, Philip Atkins.  The small and relatively 
informal ceremony was perfectly befitting of this new station built in the heart of the 
community it serves.  Firefighters past and present along with their families, Area 
Command staff, the Mayor and Mayoress of Uttoxeter and other local councillors 
were treated to a musical interlude by Firefighter Ken Guyah’s very talented son 
Sam before the plaque was officially unveiled. 
 

Cannock Community Fire Station 
 

5. The Cannock Community Fire Station will be holding Community Drop in Sessions 
on 28 and 29 July 10am-12noon and 4 – 7 pm and a Community Family Fun Day on 
30 July 2011 11am – 4pm.   The station has been operational since 28 February 2011 
and an official opening event is being planned for later in the year.      

 



 

 

Appointment of Deputy Section 151 Officer 
 
6. The Authority is required to have three key officers - the Head of Paid Service; the 
Monitoring Officer and a Section 151 Officer.  The Section 151 Officer can appoint a 
Deputy to act on his/her behalf or in his/her absence.  The former Section 151 Officer, 
Mrs Grossman, appointed Mr David Greensmith, the Head of the Assets and 
Resources Directorate, as her Deputy.  Since she left the Authority at the end of June 
Mr Greensmith has temporarily assumed the position of Section 151 Officer pending 
approval of the Authority at its next meeting.  The terms and conditions for these 
additional duties have been externally verified and agreed.   

 
Report of the Chief Fire Officer/Chief Executive 

 
7. There were 39 accidental fire casualties for the period April 2010 to March 2011, a 
decrease of two when compared to the same period in 2009/10.  (in 1999, 270 
accidental fire casualties were recorded).  There were six accidental fire deaths in 
2009/10 and also six for 2010/11.  The Service is working with partners to find ways 
to address the root causes of fires..  
 
There were 1941 primary fires in 2010/11 compared to 1984 in 2009/10, a reduction 
of 43. ( By comparison, in 2003/4 there were 3500 primary fires).  
 
There were 611 accidental dwelling fires in 2010/11 compared to 641 in 2009/10, a 
reduction of 30.  (2009/10 had been the worst year in seven years).  
 
The number of small fires excluding grass for 2010/11 had decreased by 18 from 
1810 to 1792 when compared to April 2009/10.   
 
Grass fires for 2010/11 had increased by 438 when compared to 2009/10.  The 
increase in fires had coincided with a warm dry start to the summer and had placed a 
strain on the Service.  High activity levels during this period increased operating 
costs, reduced capacity to deliver community fire safety and stretched response 
cover arrangements.   
 
The Authority is one of the highest performing in the Country and was the 7th lowest 
cost out of 45 fire and rescue services and offered good value for money.  
 
Stoke City and Port Vale Football Clubs have been involved with the Service in a fire 
safety initiative called “Flames aren’t Games” to deter fire setters.      
 
An Ice Breaker DVD had been produced following a growing number of incidents 
involving children, young people and adults venturing onto frozen water.  Further 
DVDs on Youth Intervention themes and smoke alarms had been made.  It has also 
been suggested that the Service look into producing a similar DVD on the hazards of 
going onto farm properties.  
 
The Service has seven fully functioning community fire stations and is hosting a wide 
array of community groups and community engagement activities.  At the end of April 
2011 148 different groups and organisations were benefiting from the facilities.   
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Members congratulated the Chief Fire Officer and Officers on the work that had been 
undertaken with communities which would ultimately reduce risk and in particular 
referred to the work undertaken with student firefighters and other young people.   
 
Officers from the Service have cycled across Northern England to raise money for the 
Firefighters Charity.  They cycled from St Bees Head on 27 June and arrived at Robin 
Hood’s Bay on the North Sea the following day.  The Chairman of the Authority gave 
his support by acting as co driver for the team.  
 
On 29 March 2011 a fire occurred at the Sainsbury’s distribution warehouse adjacent 
to the A500 in Stoke.  The fire actuated a single sprinkler head that promptly 
controlled and extinguished the fire.  Within two hours of the incident the warehouse 
was back into full operation.  Without the provision of sprinklers in this building the fire 
would have rapidly developed and presented the Service with an extremely 
hazardous fire to deal with and a financial loss to Sainsbury’s and the local economy 
that could of run into several million pounds.  Examples of this nature clearly 
demonstrated the benefits and worth of sprinklers and serve to support the Authority’s 
commitment to bring about reforms to sprinkler legislation in England.  Alan Michael 
MP had taken the Sprinklers Bill for its second reading through the House of 
Commons.   
 
Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service had committed to support the next planned 
phase of the Kashmir humanitarian project by donating a fully equipped fire appliance.  
The project was being supported by Staffordshire Emergency Services Humanitarian 
Aid Association (SESHAA) with the team set to deploy to Kashmir dependent upon 
the Pakistani Prime Minister Secretariat supporting transportation and shipping costs. 
 

Fire Futures Government Response 
 

8. The Authority has been advised of the publication of the Government’s response 
to the Fire Futures Review.  The Review of Fire and Rescue provision was initiated 
by the Fire Minister in July 2010 and was undertaken and led by volunteers from the 
Fire and Rescue Service sector, together with contributions from key stakeholders.  
The Authority had made an active contribution to the Review.  The Government have 
stated that their focus going forward was on providing the right framework for 
national resilience and to enable local Fire and Rescue Authorities and the wider 
sector to deliver the reform agenda, increasing accountability to local communities 
for the delivery of their services.  
 
The Government Response to the Fire Futures Reports could be found at: 
http://www.communities.gov.uk/fire/firerescueservice/firefutures/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

L W Bloomer 
Chairman 


